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As teams are the fundamental engine for today’s innovation, we must thank our lab members 

first and foremost. Indeed, our lab members contributed to this project in some of the most 

fundamental ways—not only did their work compose a large part of the initial book proposal, it 

also contributed fresh insights which grew into several new chapters, broadening and deepening 

our understanding of the subjects we set out to explore. These team members include Roberta 

Sinatra, Chaoming Song, Lu Liu, Yian Yin, Yang Wang, Ching Jin, Hua-Wei Shen, Pierre 

Deville, Michael Szell, Tao Jia, Lingfei Wu, Zhongyang He, Jichao Li, Binglu Wang, Suman 

Kalyan Maity, Woo Seong Jo, Jian Gao, Nima Dehmamy, Yi Bu, David Moser, Alex Gates, 

Junming Huang, Qing Ke, Xindi Wang. Our science of science journey has been infinitely more 

fun because we had the opportunity to work and learn in such an inspiring company. 

 

The chapter on the invisible college discussed the “bright ambience” of brilliant minds, a concept 

that we experienced vividly while writing this book. Indeed, so many friends and colleagues 

have been generous with their time and expertise along the way, that listing some risks excluding 

many others. We feel compelled to express our sincere thanks to Luis Amaral, Sinan Aral, Pierre 

Azoulay, Federico Battiston, Jeanne Brett, Elizabeth Caley, Manuel Cebrian, Damon Centola, 

Jillian Chown, Noshir Contractor, Ying Ding, Yuxiao Dong, Tina Eliassi-Rad, Eli Finkel, Santo 

Fortunato, Morgan Frank, Lee Giles, Danny Goroff, Shlomo Havlin, Cesar Hidalgo, Travis 

Hoppe, Ian B. Hutchins, Ben Jones, Brayden King, Rebecca Meseroll, Sam Molyneux, Karim 

Lakhani, David Lazer, Jessie Li, Zhen Lei, Jess Love, Stasa Milojevic, Federico Musciotto, 

Willie Ocasio, Sandy Pentland, Alex Petersen, Filippo Radicchi, Iyad Rahwan, Lauren Rivera, 

Matt Salganik, George Santangelo, Iulia Georgescu, Ned Smith, Paula Stephan, Toby Stuart, 

Boleslaw Szymanski, Arnout van de Rijt, Alessandro Vespignani, John Walsh, Ludo Waltman, 

Kuansan Wang, Ting Wang, Adam Waytz, Klaus Weber, Stefan Wuchty, Yu Xie, Hyejin Youn.  

 

Among the many people who made this journey possible, our special thanks go to two of them in 

particular, whose “bright ambience” is especially omnipresent throughout the pages and over the 

years. Brian Uzzi is not only always generous with his time, he also has remarkable insight. 

Time and again he manages to take ideas we’re struggling to present and effortlessly elevates 

them. We are also grateful to Brian for championing the somewhat radical idea that physicists 

can contribute to the social sciences. Our colleague James Evans has been a close friend and 

collaborator, and several ideas discussed in this book would have not been born without him, 

including but not limited to the concluding remarks on engaging “all the science of science” for 

the future development of the field.  

 

We are extremely grateful for the generous research support we have received over the years. In 

particular Riq Parra from AFOSR has been a true believer from the very beginning, when few 

people knew what we meant by the “science of science”. Many concepts discussed in this book 

would not have been possible without his strong and continued support. Dashun also wishes to 

express his special thanks to the Kellogg School of Management, an institution that offered a 

level of support and trust that most researchers only dream of.  

 

Many unsung heroes contributed to this text, collectively logging countless hours to help guide 

the book along. We have benefited tremendously from the excellent and dedicated editorial 

assistance of Carrie Braman, Jake Smith, and James Stanfill, as well as Enikő Jankó, Hannah 

Kiefer, Alanna Lazarowich, Sheri Gilbert, Michelle Guo, and Krisztina Eleki. Special thanks to 
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Alice Grishchenko who took on the brave redesign effort, diligently redrawing all the figures and 

giving a visual identity to the book. Yian Yin and Lu Liu have been our go-to people behind the 

scenes, springing into action whenever we needed help, and contributing to a variety of essential 

tasks ranging from data analysis to managing references. 

 

Special thanks to our very professional publishing team at Cambridge, from our enthusiastic 

champion, Simon Capelin, to the editorial team who worked tirelessly to move the project 

forward and across the finish line: Roisin Munnelly, Nicholas Gibbons, Henry Cockburn, and 

Marion Moffatt. Thank you for all your help, and for putting up with numerous missed deadlines. 

 

And finally, Dashun would like to thank his wife Tian Shen, and dedicate this book to her. Thank 

you, for everything.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  


